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1 - Six technologies top committee's M6 disposal list, Shreveport Times, 3/11/2015
hitp://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/local/2015/03/11/six-technologies-top-committees-disposal-
list/70171908/

The citizens who make up a large part of the Minden Dialogue Committee ended their final working session more
confident than ever their list of six recommended technologies will be preferred over an open burn — even though
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency stopped just short of taking it out of consideration.

2 - Ecological and economic impact of Houston Ship Channel collision, Fox 26 Houston, 3/10/2015
http://apps.texastribune.org/undrinkable/rig-brave-el-cenizo/

The Rio Bravo Water Treatment Plant openead in 2006 as a state-of-the-art technological wonder, designed to distil}
2.4 million gallons of water per day — clean, safe, drinkable water. But nearly a decade later, the 8,000 residents of
Rio Bravo and neighboring El Cenizo mostly still buy their drinking and cooking water from brightly colored kiosks
around town,

3 — Why Fort Smith, Arkansas Is Planning Oklahoma’s Next Lake, NPR Statelmpact, 3/12/2015
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2015/03/12 /why-fort-smith-arkansas-is-planning-oklahomas-next-lake/

In Oklahoma, the natural beauty of Lee Creek — one of the state’s scenic rivers — is protected by state law. In
Arkansas, Lee Creek is an important water source for fast-growing Fort Smith. Now, Fort Smith has a plan to turn Lee
Creek into Oklahoma's next lake, and reignite a dispute that was settled more than 20 years ago.

4 — SF climate task force urges opposing PNM rate hike, Albuquergue Journal, 3/12/2015
http://www.abgjournal.com/553835/north/sf-climate-task-force-urges-opposing-pnm-rate-hike.html

The Climate Action Task Force formed by Mayor Javier Gonzales last year to identify what the city can do to prepare
for climate change is recommending that the city work to oppose the Public Service Company of New Mexico's
proposed rate increase,

5 - Proposed OG&E hike draws critics of utility's plan, EPA mandate, Tulsa World, 3/12/2015
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/energy/proposed-og-e-hike-draws-critics-of-utility-s-plan/article 08182429-
2¢39-599a-bef4-4687{6d2cd94.htmi

Representatives of low-income Oklahomans and a large industrial customer were among critics Tuesday of an
Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. plan to recover $1.1 billion from customers for environmental compliance and
replacement generation. I ' | '

6 - Central Texas Air Coalition approves EPA letter, but not before criticism from Austin Council Member, Austin-
American Statesman, 3/11/2015
http://environment.blog.statesman.com/2015/03/11/central-texas-air-coalition-approves-epa-letter-but-not-before-
criticism-from-austin-council-member/

A regional air quality coalition approved a letter on Wednesday to ask the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for
some mercy in its air quality decisions, but not before a conservative-minded Austin City Council member encouraged
the coalition to go on the attack.

7 - Los Alamos May Face Stricter Runoff Regulations, KUNM, 3/11/2015 AT T
http://kunm.org/post/los-alamos-may-face-stricter-runoff-regulations 9636321




Should Los Alamos National Labs and Los Alamos County be held to the Clean Water Act standards for stormwater
runoff that ends up in the Rio Grande? That's the question the Environmental Protection Agency is weighing. A public
comment period on the matter will begin soon.

8 - Salvage plans underway for damaged tanker in Houston Ship Channef, KPRC, 3/11/2015
http://www.clickzhouston.com/news/salvage-plans-underway-for-damaged-tanker-in-houston-ship-
channel/31738114# '

Plans to salvage the damaged chemical tanker Carla Maersk got underway Wednesday, two days after a collision with
another ship in the Houston Ship Channel.

9 - DSHS on ship collision: Don't eat seafood with a chemical odor, KPRC, 3/11/2015

http://www click2houston.com/news/dshs-on-ship-collision-dont-eat-seafood-with-a-chemical-odor/31739378
Installing a new wood floor is usually about aesthetics: brown or black? Glossy or matte? Now, some Americans and
businesses are grappling with another feature: formaldehyde.

10 - $15.9 million in starter switches: Big parts create big cost for pump stations, New Orleans Times-Picayune,
3/11/2015

http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2015/03/new _orleans canal pump station.html#incart river

The permanent closure and pump station structures being built at the mouths of the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue and
London Avenue canals will cost an additional $15.9 million because of a change in the complicated electrical switches
used to start the pumps, the Army Corps of Engineers anncunced this week,

11 - McConnell, Inhofe, GOP aim to undermine ciean power without an alternative solution to climate change
(opinion), Tulsa World, 3/11/2015 ‘
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/othervoices/national-resources-defense-council-press-secretary-mcconnell-
inhofe-gop-aim/article 7bc87502-1e14-51d8-bch9-86f8974474d3.html

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman lames Inhofe {R-OK) held up a misleading chart
Wednesday to assert that 2 number of states oppose the Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan,

12 - EPA chief calis for 'binding’ global agreement, Greenwire, 3/11/2015
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/1060014766/feed

The international community must reach a legally binding agreement on climate change this year, U.S. EPA
Administrator Gina McCarthy said today.

13 - At long last, New Orleans has a map of its construction projects. But could it be more?, New Orleans Times-
Picayune, 3/11/2015

http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/03/at long last new orleans has a.htmi

While New Orleans' moving labyrinth of street closures, blinking arrows, orange barrels and chain-link fences

. continues to consternate denizens and drivers alike, the city now has an online roadmap 1o all those obstacles.

14 - City of Claremore obtains $21 million in financing to expand water treatment plant, Claremore (OK) World,
3/12/2015
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/claremore/news/city-of-claremore-obtains-million-in-financing-to-expand-
water/article 75f5e1b6-165b-5¢14-800f-54b2d0e47748.html

The city has secured financing for $21 million in upgrades to a municipal water treatment plant. The city council and
Claremore Public Works Authority recently approved an agreement to borrow that amount from RCB Bank at a 2.59
percent interest rate over 15 years, City Manager Jim Thomas said.




Six technologies top committee's M6 disposal list

Vickio Welborn, 5:22pm. CDT March 11, 2015

MINDEN — They left the meeting with open tray burning of ME propsellant still on the table. But it was No. 20
on a list of 20.

And the citizens who make up a large part of the Minden Dialogue Commitiee ended their final working
sesslon more confident than ever thelr list of six recommended technologles will be preferred over an open
burm — even though the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency stopped just short of taking it out of
consideration.

{Photo: Vickle Welbormn/The Timas)
EPA Reglon 6 Director Ren Curry affirmed State Rep. Gene Reynelds' statement the open burn cannot be

totally eliminated because it would complicate the transition from the proposals already submiitted on that disposals process. it's also heing considered
in a contingency plan should another explosive emergency oceur at Camp Minden.

But to Frances Kelly, of Louisiana Progress Action, Curry assured, "l hear you," and adding a few minutes later, "We're looking at the alternatives that
have been presented today.”

Kelley told Curry at the concluslon of an almost six-hour committee meeting Wednesday she needed assurances or something writing from the
decision-makers. In lisu of that, the two dozen committee members present agreed to add "open buming is not an option® to its list of 14 atlributes used
to evaluate alternative disposal methods for the more than 15 milllion pounds of Increasingly unstable M6 propellant stored In Igloos across the Camp
Minden property.

Hundr hant 'Stop the Burn' at rall

The committee, which has been meating for more than a month, narrowed 20 different tachnologles to the top sbc super criical water oxidation
{SCWO), microwave reactor, rotary kiln, humic acid catalyzed hydrolysis-neutralization, tunnel fumace and contained burn indoors.

No single one was outed as the best by the group, even though individual members spoke about their personal pros and cons. A lot of discussion
centered on SCWO, a technology Kelley said was invented because another community similar to Minden didn't want to risk chemical agents in their
environment.

“It's the technology | support, 'm going to ba honest about that,” she sald.

Brian Salvatore, a LSUS chemistry professor, said in terms of destruction efficiency and what it will do to the air, "It can't be beat.™ Slawomir Lomnickd, of
the LSU Superfund Division in Baton Rouge, generally agreed with Kelley, but said there are limitations. "I's not as rosy as everyone wants it to be.”

Likewise, Karen Price of the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality said SWCO has not been proven with M6 and there are concerns with its
effluent testing.

A SWCO unit formerly was based at Camp Minden but was moved Cklahoma, whera it is in storage. Use of it by its maker, Genaral Atomics, depends
upon a request from the LU.S. Army. At the mesting's conclusion, Army spokeswoman Kristina Curley said it would be made available if needed.

Evaluation of the sixtechnologies was based on a number of factors, or atiributes, including lowest possible emissions, limited waste creation, safety,
stabliity and the time element.

Committee members took turns reviewing the other disposal methods and the group added pluses and challenges. By mid-afterncon, they had
completed their list, which will be fine-tuned in the next two days in preparation for submission to the EPA on Friday.

The EPA staff will analyze the information and from that create an action memo to comrespond to the agreemsnt signed in October that initially specified
open burn as the only disposal procass.



Curry anticipates the memo, which he refarred to as parformanca-based, will be produced by March 17, since 5 p.m. March 18 is the date for the
Louisiana Military Deapartment accept any new competitive quotas that will be added to the proposals submitted in January.

Col. Ron Stuckey, Camp Minden installation commander, said what the military department does next depends upon the EPA's action memo. He could
offer no time when the bids will be opsnad; however, he said when it's done it could take a wesk or two to complete a comprehensiva review. Stuckey
also sald he's trying to get members of the dlalogue committes Invelved In that process, 10o.

Only after all of that is done will a vendor be selected. Even then, the EPA has the right to accept or reject the company's work plan. Curry said it could
be May before that point is reached, but he assured the group they will be kept informed, as will the public.

Doyline resident Rebecca Shelley made an impassioned plea to Curry, telling him citizens of the area would not rest until they hear for certain there will
be no opan burn.

"Whoever you need to take that back to, whoever the Ammy needs to take that back to," she said, also expressing appreciation for their work so far.
'This community has sat on pins and needles for iwo and a half years. Somebody can say thal's off the table. For what we've been put through from
the beginning. ... | would hope with all sincerity the agancy | expected to protect me and my children and my grandchildren and future generations can
get this off of here."

Tweets Follow

1« il Vickie Welborn
; That's the private road bridge at Bayou Dorcheat boat launch. Can
you say the water is high? pic.twitter.com/nqO1nkoQ30

'~ Vickie Welborn
4 UPDATE: Arrest made in Mansfield man's homicide. Gary Lewis
Walker, 33, is charged with 2nd-degree murder. bit.ly/1AIRMKS

Read or Share this story: hitp://www shreveporttimes.com/story/news/local/2015/03/11/six-technologies-top-committees-disposaHlist/7017 1908/
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UNDRINKABLE

On the banks of the Rio Grande, an expensive plan for clean water
crashes amid ineptitude and aleged fraud

By Neona Satlla & Alexa Ura | March 8, 2015
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Bartha Torras looks at recands that her daughter, Karle, has saved In thalr home in El Caniz. Most of the
records are from state regulators who dealt with drinking water qualty problems in the community. Photo by
Jannifar Whitney.

SHARELINES

W f in Ria Bravo and B Geniag, residents’ trust of the tap water is suspended in 2 tainted solution
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SAN ANTONIO

RIO BRAVO — It cost $12 million, and was expected to change the lives of hundreds of poor,
mostly Hispanic families living in two hard-luck border towns.

The Rio Bravo Water Treatment Plant opened in 2006 as a state-of-the-art technological wonder,
designed to distill 2.4 million gallons of water per day — clean, safe, drinkable water.

But nearly a decade later, the 8,000 residents of Rio Bravo and neighboring El Cenizo mostly still
buy their drinking and cooking water from brightly colored kiosks around town. Elderly patrons
at the senior care center run by Rio Bravo’s mayor drink bottled water and use the caps as loteria
markers.

“Who here would be willing to drink some tap water?” Dr. Francisco Pefia asked the folks at the
care center last fall, before he was elected mayor. “Who is willing to drink water that comes from
your public water treatment plant?” From a crowd of 30 people, there was silence.

I | p— WY |
!

Francisco Pefia, the mayor of Rio Bravo, asks the residents of an adult day care center he runs if they feal
comfortable drinking tap water. In a room of 30, he’s met with silence. Photo by Jennifer Whitney.

The Rio Bravo plant has been fraught with problems since it opened. The sophisticated system
often doesn’t work, or operators don’t know how to work it. State inspectors have repeatedly
cited the plant for pumping foul water out to its customers. Eight current and former employees

hitp:#/appe. tevastribune.org/undrinkable/rio-bravo-el-cenizof 213
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have been indicted for falsifying water quality records sent to the state.

And the locals still cannot trust what comes out of their faucets.

“We had to start using filtered water because we didn’t want to lose clients,” says Fausta
Montoya, an employee at the Los Pasteles Bakery in Rio Bravo, which spends more than $150 a
month on bottled water at Family Dollar.

Huddled on the banks of the Rio Grande about 20 miles south of Laredo, Rio Bravo and El Cenizo
are former colonias — makeshift communities that sprouted up when greedy developers sold
cheap land to poor families desperate for affordable housing.

Rio Bravo/El Cenizo

e Rio Grande

Notorious developer Cecil McDonald charged as little as $50 down for property in the 1980s.

hitpz/apps. tesastribune.org undrinkable/ro-bravo-el-cenlzof 3
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When his real estate imvestment firm went bankrupt, the two colonias were left to figore out how
to get basie services.

A geries of bankruptey settlements, state eriminal action and citizen lawsnits helped get the job
done. But water was particularly tricky becanse the shoddy treatment plant MeDonald budlt
couldn't even provide encugh water for fire hydrants,

Things were supposed to change in 2006.
TROUBLE FROM THE 8TART

“Whas it ever built correctly? We don't know,” says Luis Perez-Garria, the Webb county engineer
who took charge of the troubled plant in the spring of 2013.

With help from the atate, Webb County set out to build a top-flight plant, the firat in Texaa to
disinfect water — pulled from one of the Rip Grande's most polluted stretches — by pouring it
over fluorescent, ultraviolet lamps. An automated computer system was supposed to sample

water and ensure quality,

Perez-Garcia believes the problems came not from the plant’s design but from an inexperienced
construction company trying to out costs. Many of those who worked on the project — engineers
for Webb County, who oversaw it, and staff at the Texas Water Development Board, who helped
fund it — left soom after it was finished, taking kmowledge of its systems with them.

Mo TEXAS IS A
127> GREAT STATE.

LEARN MORE
AT
WWW.TEXASWAY.COM

#TEXASWAY

Tt i9 urmsual for Texas counties to aperate water treatment plants, and Webb County has not
mugtered the political will and financial resources to run its facilities properly, aritics say.

From the beginning, residents grumbled about smelly, strangely colored water. They increasingly
complained about gastrointestinal issues and skin rashes, advocates say.

Complaints eventually reached the Texas Commizsion on Environmental Quality (T'CEQ)). But the
stete's polhrtion enforcement egency had long been aware of the problems.

htpeapps diomtr oune.org undr | nkablif o-bra-al-contzo
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Just months after the plant’s 2006 ribbon-cutting, agency nvestigator Elsa Hull visited and
reported that the automated computer system wasn't working. The water's turbidity — a key
Indieator of whether it Is drinkable — wasn't being measured properly.

A year later, Hull noticed something strange about the way workers at the plant were filling out
monthly water quality reports they were required to submit to the TCEQ. At times, the data
Webb County sent to the atate was different from what Hull saw the operators write in their daily
loga.

Water enters ancther phese of treatment inside the Rio Brave treatment piant, which was finished in 2008
with $12 milion In state funds. Photo by Jennifer Whitney.

Officials noav believe what Hull saw was no accident. In October, the Webb County district

attorney's office indicted eight current and former plant employees for allegedly faksifying the
records, including Johnny Amaya, the former water utilities director and 2 longtime Laredo

politician,

Amaya has pleaded not guilty, and a trial is expected no earlier than March, says his attorney,
Faunsto Soaa.

“Instead of trying to fix what was wrong with the plant, they were just reporting rosy numbers,”
says Perez-Garcia, who took gver as engineer in mid-2013.

In the first aeven years of the plant’s operation, Webb County waa cited more than 20 times by

il Tappe. o burr.orgu A niksibl e’ o- bravo-al -contzof
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the TCEQ for failing to operate the facility properly and submitting bogus water quality reports to
the state. Webb County paid several thousand dollars in fines, and most violations were
eventually “resolved,” state records show.

But after receiving more than a dozen complaints about the water in just two days in the summer
of 2013, Hull returned and found conditions worse than she had thought. Many key pieces of
equipment were not working. Her tests of the water’s turbidity showed it was three times higher
than the level at which the TCEQ requires customers to boil water before using it. Turbidity
levels were shown to be high the month before, too, meaning Webb County should have issued a
“boil water notice” even earlier, Hull wrote to her bosses.

Water produced by the plant also tested positive for E. coli bacteria. Even a mouthful of water
contaminated with it can cause severe or bloody diarrhea. Infections from E. coli can also cause
kidney damage.

“Instead of trying to fix what was wrong with the
plant, they were just reporting rosy numbers.”

— Luis Perez-Garcia, Webb county engineer

Webb County was ordered to post notices urging residents of El Cenizo and Rio Bravo to boil their
water. Hull sent a scathing email to Perez-Garcia. “Why did the county not issue a Boil Water
Notice earlier?” she said. “Who decided to forego a BWN and not protect the customers? This
cannot be excused by inexperience or the incompetence of untrained staff.”

The Laredo Health Department, which at the time provided some public health services to the
area, was forced to haul in truckloads of water and go door to door teaching residents how to
properly boil the tap water to avoid exposure to harmful bacteria and gastrointestinal diseases.
(The department recently ended its contract with the county.)

The state health department was not involved. While it is responsible for providing services to Rio
Bravo and El Cenizo, which don’t have their own health departments, a spokesman for the Texas
Department of State Health Services says its office of border health has “no authority or expertise
in drinking water.”

“Drinking water issues are the domain of the local health department and TCEQ,” says agency
spokesman Chris Van Deusen.

After the boil-water notice went out, Webb County officials nonetheless repeatedly told residents
of Rio Bravo and El Cenizo that their water was safe to drink, according to state records. Perez-
Garcia asked that the boil notice be lifted just a few days after it was issued. State officials refused.

htip:/fapps texastribune org/undrinkable/ric-bravo-el-cenizo/ 613
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The patrons at the Epoca de Oro adulk day care center In Ric Brave drink bottied water and use the caps as
loterfa marksrs during their dally games. Photo by Jannifar Whitney.

“The TCEQ was protecting themselves,” says Perez-Garcia, adding that he believes some of the
agency's sampling was incorrect, and that the water was safe to drink long before the boil-water
notice was lifted three weeks later.

After the notice was kifted, Hull continned to find problems at the plant, inclnding turbidity levels
that were far too high, records show. In September 2013, the TCEQ slapped Webb County with a
$60,000 fine for dozens of violations, and demanded that the county fix its aumtematic computer
aystem and meke several other major improvements within 60 days.

But the county hasn't made much progress, causing mounting frustration at the agency and
TAKING HATTERS INTD THEIR OWN HANDE

In the 19904, local citizens formed alliances to demand basic services, But by the time the water
plamt opened, those groups had dissolved, and few knew where to go for help in a community
where most speak Spamish,

*There’s a lot of oppression here, everywhere you turn,” aaye Karla Tamez, who grew up in El
Cenizo and still ives there with her mother and disabled brother. “Especially for pecple that don't
have documents.”

il Tappe. o burr.orgu A niksibl e’ o- bravo-al -contzof
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In the spring of 2013, Tamez was finishing up a nursing degree and fighting for better trash
collection and sewer service in El Cenizo. A course in microbiology made her wonder what was in
the water she was drinking.

“It’s drinking water. At some point, this is essential.
This is a basic right.”

— Amy Johnson, attorney at RioGrande Legal Aid

Tamez gathered more than 200 signatures to form an activist committee of El Cenizo residents
asking for better trash collection, water and sewer services. It was called the Comité de
Ciudadanos Unidos de El Cenizo, or the Committee of United Citizens of El Cenizo.

Through internet searches, she learned how to complain to state regulators. Tamez says TCEQ
investigators came to her home to test water and look at broken sewer pipes and overflows
nearby. But nothing seemed to change.

Soon after the infamous 2013 boil water notice, Tamez’s committee joined with a similar group in
Rio Bravo to take matters into their own hands. A few months later, with the help of RioGrande
Legal Aid, a law firm that represents low-income border residents, they sued Webb County,
alleging it had violated the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.

“The TCEQ hasn’t been as aggressive as you would want them to be,” says attorney Amy
Johnson. The agency’s authority and resources might be limited, she says, “but it’s drinking
water. At some point, this is essential. This is a basic right.”

htip:/fapps texastribune org/undrinkable/ric-bravo-el-cenizo/ 813
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Domns of B Cenlz residents signed up to be part of the Comité de Cludadancs Unkios de El Cenlan, or
Conmittes of Unked Cllzens of B Canlzo, to demand betier water and sswer senvice and rash collection.
Photo by Jannier Whitney.

The lawsuit ended In a settlement requiring the county to post drinking water quality reports
cnline — which it finally started to do in Janwary, several months late. And in comnmunity
meetinga alao required by the settlement, RioGrande Lepal Aid'’s lawyers say they are not
encouraged by progress reports om repairs at the plamt.

TRY, TRY AGAIN

Nearly a year and a half after the August 2019 boil-water notice, the plant's computer system has
Just bepun working. The facility continues to produce drinldng water with turbidity levels
exceeding state health standards, though not high enough to trigeer another boil-water nobice.

Three of the workers indicted for allegedly falzifying water quality records still work at the plant.
Perez-Garcia calls them “basically low-level employees who were acting according to the orders of
their administratora.” The admindstrators no longer work for the county.

In an imterview, TCECQ officials said their options are limited. By statute, all they can do is cite

public water systems — of which there are nearly 7,000 in Texas — for violations, issue fines and
attempt to resolve them.

il Tappe. o burr.orgu A niksibl e’ o- bravo-al -contzof
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“You've got to look at what authority the Legislature’s given to everybody. They’re ultimately the
ones responsible if they want to step in and do something,” says Steve Niemeyer, head of border
affairs for the agency. “We just do what we’re told, given the authority we have.”

Even with a faulty water plant, the people of Rio Bravo are better off than other border
communities, officials point out. Some public water systems are so small and remote that there’s
no address to mail a notice of violation to, and nobody to answer the phone.

“We were in communication, and we still continue to be in communication with the county.
They’re still talking to us, they’re working with us, to try to achieve compliance,” says David
Ramirez, director of the border and Permian Basin regional offices for the TCEQ. “We can’t ask
for more than that.”

Sign up for Trib+Water, a bi-weekly newsletter on top news, events, research and data on water issues
in Texas, the region and nation.

email address

SUBSCRIBE

Democratic state Sen. Judith Zaffirini, whose Laredo-based district includes the two communities,

htip:/fapps texastribune org/undrinkable/ric-bravo-el-cenizo/ 1013
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says the TCEQ filled ite oversight role by responding to citizen complaints, investigating the plant
and imposing "substantial penalties” for violations.

8She acknowledges that multiple fines haven’t resolved issues at the plant, but stops short of
claiming lawmakers should give the TCE() more power.

“When you see that penalties are no longer deterrents, it’s important to look into the situation and
find out why not,” Zaffirini says, adding: "This was not a problem that simply bloasomed and the
government stepped in. It was unscrupulous developers who caused this problem, and somehow
the forus has been lost as if it were always a government issue. It wasn't.”

Progresas ia slow on major repairs &t the plant, which Perez-Garcia hlamed on the death of a
contractor. He added that finding qualified workers is a challenge becanse the oilfields are loring
them away. The plant has been nnable to fill seven open jobg, he saya.
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Bl Centx and i nakghboring border town of Rio Bravo In South Texas have a brand-new water freatment
plant that was supposed o provide neany 10,000 peopls hare with claan drinking water. But it's never bean

run prapery, eritics say. Phote by Jennifer YWhiinemy
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Last fall, residents of Rio Brave and El Cenizo got more bad news — they will soon be paying far
more for water service. County officials say they’ve long been subsidizing the plant, at a cost
mostly to residents n neighboring Laredo, and can no longer afford to do so. That means the
averape honachold water bill could donble, from $350 anmually today to $700. On top of that,
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Webb County is asking for millions of dollars in loans from the state to make repairs to the
treatment plant, which will raise average water bills by several huindred more dollars over time.

RioGrande Legal Aid's lawyers say that after decades of trying to help the communities, what
they've seen happen in Rio Bravo and El Cenizo is unique. Failed public works projects aren't
uncommon, but faked water quality reports are rare,

What’s happened “has a lot to do with the disenfranchisement and the marginalization of those
communities,” says RioGrande Legal Aid attorney Israel Reyna. Webb County’s government is
focused on the urban center of Laredo, he says, and few pay attention to the dozens of colonias
and former eolonias in the county.

New local leaders say they are hoping to win back community trust. Webb County Judge
Cayetane “Tanc” Tijerina, sworn in in January, says it's time to move on from the politics that
“abaohitely” played a role in the “sad situation® the people of Rio Bravo and El Cenizo were left to
deal with.

1 think it was very much mishandled, It was something that could've definitely been avoided,
and that’s the hardest part,” Tijerina says. “But we're not here to point any fingers. Now it’s how
we’re going to mend the fences.”

This profect was crowdfunded via Beacon Reader. To review donors to the project, click here.
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Why Fort Smith, Arkansas Is Planning
Oklahoma’s Next Lake

MARGH 12, 2015 | 6:00 AM
BY LOGAN LAYDEN

LCAAN LAYDEN ! STATEIMPACT OKLAHOMA
The current Lee Creek Reservoir near Van Buren, Ark.
In Ckdahoma, the natural beauty of Lee Greek — one of the state’s scenic ivers —is
protected by state law. In Arkansas, Lee Creek is an important water source for fast-
growing Fort Smith. Now, Fort 8mith has a plan to tum Les Creek Into Oklahoma’s next
lake, and reignite a dispute that was settied more than 20 years ago.

{ : stateimpactok wils SOUNDCLOUD
Y = Why Fort Smith, Arkansas Is Planning Oklahoma..,

Cookie policy

A DECADES-OLD FIGHT

F Fort Smith had its way in lata 80s and early 90s, there'd already be a large resarvoir on
the Arkansas-Oklahoma horder. The city's plan back then was for a lake much larger
than the current Lee Creek Reservoir that would spill into hundreds of acres of Sequoyah
County — In Cldahoma.

hitp:/stabel mpact.npr.org/oldahoma/201 5031 2Aiy-fort-smith-arlansas-ls-planning -old shomas- nexd- 1 alef

Why Fort Smith, Arlansas Is Planning Ckahoma's Nexd Lales | Statelmpact Oldahoma

ABOUT STATEIMPACT OKLAHOMA,

Statelmpact Oklahoma is a collaboration of
KGOU, KOSU, KWGS and KCCU. Jos Werlz
and Logan Layden travel the state to report on
the Intersection of govemment, Indusiry,

natural resources and the Oklahoma workforce.

Read our reports and haar our stories on NPR
member stations.
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anzrems Whyy Fort Smith, Arkansas |s Planning OKahoma's Next Lake | Statelmpact Oklahoma
Jay Hannah is part of the reason why Fort Smith didn't get it Bllls Limiting Wind industry Tax Incantives

- . . Amended Blll Would Prohibk Citles and
“They had a rathar ambitious plan,” Hannah felle Stateimpact. “My recollection from the T from ‘Effectively’ Banning Oil and

early 808 and reading through the materials is that they had a plan to increase the height of gap Activities
the impoundment, and therefore be able fo adjust the flowage so that they could increase

i Siudy: 'Reswakened’ Okishoma Faults
the volume of the lake. Ed and | denied that request”

Could Produce Larger Esrthquakes
Ha's talking about Ed Fite, who, along with Hannah, made up a two-man Lee Creek

Commission appointed by Governor David Walters. Their orders: Take a hard line against | Fnt us on Faseheok

Fort Smith's designs on Lee Cresk. Statelmpact Okishoms
SraTelMpaCt -

“What he probably told Jay — if | heard Jay right — is just vote no,” Fite says. -

At the fime, Oklahoma wasn't in the mood fo negotiate over Lee Creek. The whole reazon
for the commigsion was Arkansas had jJust dammad tha river after yeare of resistance

from emirﬁllrmerhl groups and the State of Oklahoma that cuminated in a federal laweuit
andan11 hour agreement.

“That caze wag docketed in Derver, Colorado,” Hannah says. “And the atiomey general of
Oklahoma and the attorney general of Arkansas were on their way into the cowrtroom when
they met in the hallway and said, you know, we've been neighbors here for a long time,
maybe we should have an amicable discussion about Lee Greel.”

They decided Fort Smith could have the dam that created the cument resenvoir, but amy EMAIL UPDATES

fulure expansion would require Oklahoma's approval. Fite, who now senves as execulive Keep up to date with Statelmpact Oklahoma by
director of the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission, has that ssction of state law subzcriblng to our emall updates:
bookmarked:

Email Address susaks |

“The stream or river shall not be impounded by any large dam or siruchre, except as
specifically authorized by the legislature,” Fite reads from a book of Oidahoma statutes.

The law carves out another exception for communities wanting to use a scenic iveras a
water supply, but only if the project doesn't "significantly interfere with the preservation of
the stream as & scenic, free-flowing siream ”

Flie says Lee Creek changes as |t approaches the cument reservolr.

“As | gat closer to Wabbar Creak, the characteristics of the Lee Creek as a free-flowing
stream have baen all but negated bacause of the impoundment downstream,” Fite says. i
looks llke a rver, but It's really Just water that's balng held back.”

ROUND 2 BEGINS

Ha says aniarging the resenolr would
damage the natural flow of Les Greel. For
mona than 20 years Fort Smith hasn't fried,
untl| now, Fort Smith's public ulllifies
direcior, Steve Parke, confirms the ity s In
the process of buying land to expand the
laka. And the land If's busing 1s In
Cldahoma.

. LOGAM LAYDEN / STATEIMPALT OKLAHOMA
Recertly we had three property owners Fart Smih Public Liittes Director Stewe Parka,

who desired to sall thelr property to Fort

Smith for that fulune purpose, and we plcked up another 70-plus acres,” Parke seys. "And
we still heve about another 600-acres, going from memory, that would have to be
acquired.”

S0 Oklahoma's next lake could balong fo Arkansas. The process wil take decades, and

hitpistabelmpact npr.org /ol ahoma20150030 2wiy-fort-smi th-arkensas-1s-plenning -ol ahomas -neod-labey



22015 Why Fort Smith, Arlansas Is Planning Oldahoma’s Next Lale | Statelmpact Oldahoma

there are a myriad of obstacles that could get in the way of Fort Smith's plans. Ed Fite is
one of those obstacles.

“When | float the Lee Creek In a canoe or a kayak, the water has kind of a blue glacler cast
o it. 's not as crystal clear as the linois will be this time of year. k has kind of a fog to it”
Fite says.

And thare’s another player here who could have a big say in whether Lee Creek gets
turmed into a much larger lake.

“The other gorilla in the closet is going to be the Cherokee Nation,” Fite says. "The
Chemokee Nation is not the Cherokee Nation of the 80s now.”

He describes the cobblestone river bottom that narrows and widens as Lee Creek
meanders along the Arkansas-Oklahoma line, a reminder of how arbitrary the border is
when it comes to water.

Stalelmpact Oklahoma is a parinership among Oklahoma’s public radio stations and
relies on confrbutions from readers and listeners lo fulfill its mission of public service fo
Oidahoma and bayond. Donate online.
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SF climate task force urges opposing PNM rate
hike

SHARE By 1. §, Last/ Jourrsal Staft Wit

FUBLISHED: Thursday, March 12, 2016 at 12:06 am
¥ Tw it

SANTA FE — The Glimate Action Task Force formed by Mayor Javier Gonzales laet year to Identlfy
F  Facebook what the clty can do to prapare for cimate change Is racommending that the clty work to oppose the

® P Public Service Company of New Mexdco's propesed rate Increasa.

In December, PNM submitted a plan to the New Mexico Public Regulation Commission for an overall
<5 eubk 12 percent rate hike — 14 percent for residential customers — to gensrate more than $100 million in
revenus annually. The money would ba used to cover new invegtments in power plante and other
infrastructura, make up for a drop in power consumption caused by energy consarvation and add to
its renswable energy portfolio.

l Emlthis article

At Wadnesday's Clty Councll meeting, former mayor David Coss, who Is co-chalring the dlimate task
force, presented a list of anergy Inliatives the task fores Is recormmanding the clty adopt.

Becauss PNM's plan to move toward utiizing renewable energy len't as ambitious as the city’s, Coss
sald s plan would be a “backward step” In terms of Santa Fe reaching lts cwn energy efficlency
geals, Including reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and becoming carbon neutral by 2040.

The suggestion to opposs the PNM rate increase aclually fell under the task foree's larger
recommendation to strengthen and expand snergy sficiency programs and solar energy projects in
the commmunity. Councilors also have been discussing the idea of ereating a city-vwned elactricity

utility.
The task force alseo would set a goal of 10,000 resldential solar energy systems In Santa Fe. The
other broad task foroe recommendations were:

« Establish gosls and benchmaris to reduce anergy consumption {o city-pwned buildings and
facilities.

+ Pursue energy parformance contacting.

= Scale up solar distributed generation projects on cliy facllities.

+ Educate and Inform the public about avallable programs and the cost-effectiveness of solar and
enargy efficlency maasuras.

= Uliliza craative financing options.

Within each recommeandation, the task force identifisd actionable itarms that could ba undertaken
within the nesd gix months and implamanted by the snd of the yesr. Coss said the recommsndations of
the task forcs, made up of about 70 community membars, were at the point now where they could
come before Council committees in the form of resolutiona. Mayor Gonzales aai that city staff would
take no action on any recommendation untl the City Councl adopted a resolution to give direction.
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Proposed OG&E hike draws critics of utility's plan,
EPA mandate

By PAUL MONIES The Oklahoman | Posted: Thursday, March 12,2015 12:00 am

Representatives of low-income Oklahomans and a large industrial customer were among critics
Tuesday of an Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. plan to recover $1.1 billion from customers for
environmental compliance and replacement generation.

Meanwhile, several residents and city officials from fast-growing eastern Canadian County supported
the utility’s plan, saying the company has been a valuable community partner whose Mustang plant has
generated millions in property taxes for local schools.

The comments came during a break in the sixth day of testimony in OG&E’s case before the
Oklahoma Corporation Commission. A public comment period is each day at 1:30 p.m. at the
commission in Oklahoma City.

If approved, OG&E’s plan could increase the average residential customer’s bill 15 percent by 2019.
Industrial customers could see their bills rise by 20 percent during the same period. The increases
would be phased in each year as a separate surcharge, or rider, on customer bills.

Click here to link to the article on NewsOK. Some stories require an Oklahoman subscription

to read.

pmonies@opubco.com

http://iwww.tulsaworld.com/business/energ yproposed-og-e-hike-draws-critics-of-utility-s-plan/article_08182429-2c39-599a-be(4-4687f6d2cd94.html ?mode=print 1M
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smerpie GENtral Texas Air Coalition fy

approves EPA letter, but not
before criticism from Austin
Council Member

@ March 11, 2015 | Flled In: Uncategorized.
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The Austin area has narowly remained within federal air quality standards, partly by requiring drivers in Travis and
Willamson countles to undango annual emissions Inspections.

Should Austin violate: the smog standard, annual vehicle emissions testing coukd spread to Hays arcd Bastrop
countles.

Thosa were the stakes as the Cenral Texas Claan Air Coalition, a commities of elecied ofiicials from five counties
around Austin, approved a letter unging the EPA to take the region’s efforts into account as it contemplatas more

stingent smog standards. categori es

But Austin City Council membar Don Zmmemman, newly appointed to the coalition by Mayor Steve Adler, told fellow Select Category

coalition members they were not sufficiently accounding for the costs imolved with meeting air pollution regulations
and raised an allemafive letter he had circulated critical of the EPA’s scientific conclusions.

The draft lstter accused the EPA of overstating the strength and conslstency of epldemlology research. k also says

Archives
the EPA selsctively picks out facts and angues that “the science does not support” mone sfringent standards.
Sualact Month
During the meeting, Zimmaman called upon testimony from Julle Geodman, an alr toxlcologlst with a Boston-based
company, Gradient. The company is being paid $1.85 milion by the Texas ervironmental agsncy to review EPA’s
data as the state preparss to do further lsgal batle agalnst federal regulations.
“There's no evidence that lowering the standand is going to have any impact on mortality," Goodman told the coalition, Categorles
(Zmmerman told the Statesman that ha had met with Michael Honeyeutt, the chiaf toxicologlst for the Texas » Pain Wcor b1y
+ Barton Springs Edwards Ag
Commission on Emvironmental Quality, as he prepared his letier. Honeycult has been at the forefront of a mowe 1o try » Edwards Aquifer
to discredit conventional wisdom on the smog standarde — and his findings have been spumed by other sclendists.) ’ :m
» TCEQ
Even as Zimmemman was pressing the coalition to criticize tt-:;“-l::” science behind the air quality nies, Neil s Uncatsgorized
Fo
Carman and Al Armendariz of the Slema CF~ -——- - -~ { do more to push the EPA to action the ¢ Whowping cranes
rulos. Follow “Salsa

Verde”
hitp:ffemironmsent blog stateeman comy2015/03/11/ceniral-teas-air-codition-approves-epa-| ether- but-not-before-criticism-from-auetin-council-member/
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The coalition letter, Carman said, “complete  Get every new post « economic benefits of the (smog)
standard.” delieered to your Irbo Archives
ein 57 other followers

e . + March 2015

Inthe end, the coalition approved the draft e \ter your email addres - but not before some language supporting
« February 2015
federal air quality standards was siripped o son County contingent. « January 2015
) = December 2014

(That language was “overly deferential to th ronmental program coordinator at the ° gc:,-tv::::azrnﬁi”
Williamson County Conservation Foundatio B"mfd‘:f:;t;x'm « September 2014

“Collectively it will not have the spice or sweetness any member would like,” said Sarah Eckhardt, the Travis County
judge who chairs the coalition. “I would like the letter to be sweeter; Mr. Zimmerman would like it to be spicier. s
going to be bland because it's a consensus letter.”

Zimmeman abstained.

Tha Clean Air Coalition has traditionally sought to work in concert with federal officials to keep Central Texas within
federal air quality standards. To tamp down smog, the Austin area spends roughly $30 million on vehicle inspections
and repairs per year. About half the money comes through the $16.25 annual vehicle emissions inspection that

residents of Travis and Williamson counties undertake annually.

The current smog standard of 75 parts per billion was set in 2008. The new standard could be as low as 85 paris per

billion.

The Austin-area efforts have helped drop the levels from 77 parts per billion in 2008 to 69 paris per billion this year.
But while smog levels have improved, tallying local benefits is elusive: The Texas Department of State Health
Services has not conducted any analysis of health benefits that might have been derived from stricter air quality
regulations, according to a spokeswoman.

That puts Austin on an arc of compliance — unless EPA takes only 2014 to 2016 data into account and opts for the
lower part of the ozone range.

Texas businesses say meeting such requirements will mean costly retrofits to their factories and refineries — costs,
they say, that will eventually be passed on to consumers. Public health experts and environmentalists say the
standards will help keep people healthy, especially those with respiratory problems such as asthma.

Kathi Harris, air emissions manager at Holt Cat, told the coalition that her company supported the coalition letter as

the best way to “remain in attainment if at all possible.”

htip:/fenvironment blog statesman.comf2015/03/1 1/central-texas-air-coalition-approves-epa-letter-but-not-before-criticism-from-austin-council-member/
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Los Alamos May Face Stricter Runoff
Regulations

By RITA DAMELS pp ITADANI

Many of the urban discharges addressed In the petitien to the EE‘A Impact this stretch of tha Rlo Grande
naar the White Rock lookout just southweast of Los Alamos.
Credit Amigos Bravos

Listen
115

Should Log Alamos National Labs and Log Alamos County be held to the Clean Water
Act standards for stormwater ru.noﬂ’ that ends up in the R10 Grande? That's the

A pubhc comment penod on the matter w1l] begm 5000,

Amngos Bravos, a New Mexico orgamzatmn that works on river water issues, filed a

Fingl,pdf) w-rth the. federal regu]ator last sutnmer, Rachel Conn, who runs the nonpmﬁt
said they discovered high levels of heavy metals and radioactive contaminants were
not coming from toxic industrial sites at LANL but rather from water cascading off of
buildings and pavement after storms.

“When it rains, the water picks up all those little particles of contamination,” Conn
explained, “and the rainwater goes into our canyons, into the tributaries and eventually
into the Rio Grande.”

hittp-fflamm.org fpostflos-aamos-meny-face-siticter-runcif-reg ulations

12
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The EPA could decide in the coming months that LANL and urban pockets within the
county will have to start operating under a gpecial permoit

http://water.epa.gov, waste/npdes/stormwater /Municips]l-Separate-Storm -Sewer-Sy stem -MS4 -

Main-Page.cfin} that requires cleanup of the stormwater runoff.

Both the lab and the county have taken issue with the environmentalists’ petition.

Public Health New
Mexlco

Public Health New
Mexico

EBower Surge Sends Small Tribe, Blg River;
Sewage [nio Rio Isleta Eves Pollution
Grande (oegioowar: InThe Rio Grande
0Comments  KUNM 0 Login -
. [ Share Sort by Best
"N
Be the first to comment
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Salvage plans underway for damaged tanker in Houston Ship
Channel

Author: Matt Aufdenspring, Web Managing Editor, ClickzHouston.com
Sam antha Ptashkin, Reporter, sptashkin®clickahouston.com

Phil Archer, Reporter, parcher@kpre.com
Published On: Mar 11 2015 03:05:08 PM CDT Updated On: Mar 11 2015 07:06:03 PM CDT

LA PORTE, Texas -

Plans to salvage the damaged chemical tanker Carla Maersk got underway Wednesday, two days aftera
collision with another ship in the Houston Ship Channel.

2 -

The Carla Maersk's port cargo tanks were
Peridot and leaked MTBE, which is a fuel additive in gasoline. The Carla Maersk was reportedly carrying
216,000 barrels of MTBE taken on at Texas Petro Chemical Plant, but the Coast Guard is unsure at this time
how much chemical leaked.

[RAWVIDEO OF AFTERMATHI]

The Ship Channel remains closed to all traffic from Light 86 to the Fred Hartman Bridge. There are 26 ships
waiting to come into Houston and 14 waiting to leave.

hitp:/Avaw.clicl@houston.comnews/salvag e-plans-underway-for-damag ed-tanler-in-houston-ship-channel 31738114 hiew=print 1/4



22015 Salvege plans underway for damaged tanker in Houston Ship Channel | News - Home
Congresswoman Sheila Lee Jackson and Congressman Brian Babin both joined members ofthe Coast Guard
Wednesday to take an aerial tour of the damage and to learn more about the cleanup efforts now underway. "I
saw the Carla Maersk," Jackson Lee said. "It is in a salvage state, it cannot move on its own and the crew
remains on board."”

A Coast Guard helicopter detected a narrow, 2-mile long sheen of MTBE coming from the ship Tuesday
morning. Response teams will use high-density foam to suppress any flammable vapor seeping from the
punctured tanks inside the anchored ship.

If there are no dangerous vapors, responders will begin the removal of the liquid cargo. Then the ship will be
moved from the Houston Ship Channel to a safe berthing area.

Responders said there are no public health or environmental concerns at this time after more than 500 air
and water tests have been conducted.

MTBE, used to prevent a knocking noise in the engine, is flammable and smells like paint thinner, according to
the EPA's website. It can cause dizziness, nausea and trouble breathing if inhaled.

On Tuesday afternoon, Conti Peridot, loaded with steel, was safely moved with help from two tugboats to City
Dock 21.

The cause of the collision remains under investigation. Crews from the National Transportation Safety Board
are on the scene and will investigate for the next five to seven days. Wednesday they had a chance to climb
aboard the Conti Peridot to examine the ship and listen to radio calls which indicate "the pilots restricted
vessel movement due to fog that was prior to the accident and at the time vessel movements were restricted
the vessels were already in the channel,” Earl Weener of the NTSB told members of the media during a press
conference Wednesday afternoon.

Weener says crew members from both ships were in contact with one another prior to the collision.

He also told members of the media the ships were traveling at about eight knots at the time of the collision,
which is a typical speed for that location.

The investigators will also be looking at steering, propulsion, weather conditions and maintenance records.
The investigation will take about one year to complete.

An incident command post has been established at the City of La Porte Emergency Operations Center to
further response efforts. A citizen hotline has been set up. You can call 281-470-0000.

Click here to for frequently asked questions about seafood safety in the area.

This is the second collision the Houston Ship Channel in the last five days. On Thursday, a container ship
and a chemical tanker collided. There was no pollution released into the water and there were no injuries
in that incident.

PHOTOS: 2 ships collide in Houston Ship Channel

Published On: Mar 10 2015 02:41:00 PM CDT Updated On: Mar 10 2015 02:50:16 PM CDT
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» Tweet
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Images of the response, aftermath and Investgaton of the Houston Ship Channel colllslon lnvolving two
ships.

1L/ 15
March 10: Sky 2 flew over the damaged Carla Maersk in the Houston Ship Channel.
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DSHS on ship collision: Don't eat seafood with a chemical odor

Author: Sara Fatim a Dhanji, Content Editor, Click2Houston.com
Published On: Mar 11 2015 03:49:18 PM CDT Updated On: Mar 11 2015 03:50:11 PM CDT

HOUSTON -

The Texas Department of State Health Services said it will issue advisories as needed after two vessels collided
in the H n Shi nnel on Mon releasing the chemical MTBE into th r

MTBEis a fuel additive in gasoline. The Carla Maersk was reportedly carrying 216,000 barrels of MTBE taken
on at Texas Petro Chemical Plant, but the Coast Guard is unsure how much chemical leaked.

In the meantime, the DSHS recommends that fisherman exercise common sense by avoiding fish or shellfish
that has a chemical odor similar to turpentine.

The DSHS also said it has not closed any areas to the harvesting of fish, crabs, or shrimp. MTBE does not build
up in fish tissue, so there is not expected to be a long-term effect on seafood in the Houston area. In addition,
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said studies have shown the MTBE evaporates relatively quickly
from surface water.

There is also no indication that seafood in stores and restaurants was affected by the MTBE release.

hitp: /A click2houston.comnews/dshe-on-ship-collision-dont-eat-seafiood-with-a-chemical -odor/31730378 Mew=print 12



S2ams OE5HE on ahip odislort Dan't set sesfbad wh e chemionl cder | KNewa - Home

MTBE is used to prevent a knocking noise in the engine, is fammable and smells ke paint thinner, according
to the EPA's website, It ¢an ¢anse dizzineds, nandea and trooble breathing if inhaled.

Questions about seafood safety can be directed to DSHS at 512-776-7 400 or the Seafvod and Aquatie Life
Group at 512-B34-6757.

Copyright 2015 by ClickeHouston.com. All righis reserved. This material may not be published, broadeast,
retoritten or redisiributed.

2015 Graham Medis Group | 180 N. LaSalle Suite 2880 Chicago, IL 60601
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$15.9 million In starter switches: Blg parts create blg cost for
pump stations

Mark Schialfsbain, NDLA&.cam | Tha Timas-Plcayuna By Mark Schielfsbain, NO LA.com | The TIimes-
Plcayuna

Emall tha author | Fallow an Twitbar

an Manch 11, 2015 at 7:38 PM, updatad March 11, 2015 at 8:15 PM

Tha parmanant closure and pump station siruchures baing bullt at the mouths of the 17t Street, Orisans
Avanua and Londan Avenus canals wlll cost an additlenal $15.9 miilen because of a change In the
complicated elactrical switches used to start the pumps, the Armmy Corps of Enginesrs announced this
waak.

That brings the cost of the three statlans being bullt by PCCP Constructors Joint Venture to $630.7 millon.

The ariginal oontract with PCCP called far the company to use "automatk transformer starters,” sakd Rikky
Boyett, a corps spakesman. But the Sawerage &k Water Board, whkh wlll operate the pump statlons when
they are completed, objected ta that type of starter because It requires a cool down period after a certain
number of consecutive starts, he sakd.

Instead, the contractor will use "varable frequency drive™ starter switches that allow greater control of the
matars used to gperate the pumps. The swihches actually are complex elecirkal devices that fit inte
cabinets that can be 9 feet high by 18 feet wide,

"SAWE made the amgument that they need better flexibility In cperating the pumps, so the corps modified
the contract to change the starters ta the 5000 harsepawer varable frequency starters™ mentioned In a
Department of Defense contact awand announcement an Menday.

The three statlons require a total of 10 of the varable starters, with each one costing $1.6 millon mone
than the automatic starters, Boyett sakd.

Boyett sakd the orps has worked for abaut a year an the pump switch lssue with PCCP, the S&WB and the
state Coastal Pmtection and Restoration Autharity, which Is the offclal local sponsor for the New Ordeans
area hurmcane levee system to minimize Impacts on the stations’ construction schedule.

But Boyett sald that because the swiches are just now being omlered, offclals don't know If the change will
delay the estimated Jan. 7, 2017, construction completion date.

The three structures ame being designad to hlock storm surges of 16 feet above sea level In Lake
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Pontchartrain during hurricanes from entering the canals, while pumping rainwater entering the canals from
the city's drainage system into the lake. That's the estimated height of surges caused by a hurricane with a
1 percent chance of occurring in any year, the so-called 100-year storm.

The contract requires that when the surge closures are operated during storms, the pumps move 12,500
cubic feet per second of water from the 17th Street Canal into Lake Pontchartrain; 2,700 cubic feet per
second from the Orleans Avenue Canal, and 9,000 cubic feet per second from the London Avenue Canal.

PCCP, a joint venture that includes Kiewit Louisiana Co., Traylor Bros. Inc., and the M.R. Pittman Group LLC,
won the initial design-build contract for the stations in April 2013.

The company had originally been awarded the contract for $629.5 million in September 2012, but that
award was protested by losing bidders Bechtel Infrastructure Corp. and CBY Design Builders in challenges
filed with the Congressional Government Accountability Office in October and November of 2012,

PCCP's September 2012 contract award also followed a challenge in 2011 by PCCP and Bechtel of an April
2011 decision by the corps to award the contract to CBY for $675 million..

© 2015 NOLA.com. All rights reserved.
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National Resources Defense Council press
secretary: McConnell, Inhofe, GOP aim to
undermine clean power without an alternative
solution to climate change

By JAKE THOMPSON | Posted: Thursday, March 12,2015 12:00 am
As Marvin Gaye sang, “What’s Going On?”

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK) held up a misleading
chart Wednesday to assert that a number of states
oppose the Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean
Power Plan. And Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-KY) has attracted attention for penning
an op-ed calling for states to essentially sit on their
hands and refuse to dewelop state-based plans to meet
the EPA’s first-ever limits on carbon pollution from
power plants. Sen. John Barrasso, (R-WY), has echoed
McConnell’s “Just Say No” idea drive in a memo,
according to E&E News.

What’s going on? Congressional Republican leaders
are attempting to undermine the Clean Power Plan and
the administration’s responsibility to address the most
serious environmental threat of our time — climate
change — and without any alternative plan.

Jake_Thompson_headshot_clos

It’s striking because backers of this effort are
distorting the facts, state legislatures are rejecting Jake Thompson

bills that oppose the EPA’s carbon pollution standards,

and the majority of the American people — seen in poll after poll — want the government to take
action against climate change, including several that overwhelmingly want a statc-based plan to meet
the federal standards.

Let’s take a closer look:
Senator Inhofe’s fuzzy math.
» At the start of a hearing on the Clean Power Plan, Inhofe held up a chart asserting that 32 states
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oppose this climate initiative. But there’s less than meets the eye — a lot less.

» As NRDC Climate and Clean Air Director David Doniger writes in a new blog: “Inhofe’s chart
radically overstates state opposition. It includes any state where some state official or some state
body has said something raising concerns — even where that state is actively engaged in examining
how it can make the Clean Power Plan’s proposed carbon pollution reductions.” Read more here.

» Inhofe doesn’t mention the states — at least 14 — that are calling for strengthening the Clean Power
Plan, seen here

For more than 40 years, states have implemented clean air act measures.

* During the 45 year history of the Clean Air Act, state agencies have routinely designed and
implemented pollution reduction plans to meet federal clean air standards, with input from key
stakeholders.

» In an attempt to stymie this process, the polluter-backed American Legislative Exchange Council’s
environmental task force approved model bill language last December to create new roadblocks and
red tape to obstruct adoption of state plans. ALEC's model bill would require a state agency to obtain
a legislative vote of approval before the state's pollution plan could be submitted to EPA.

* Legislative approval — not required for state plans over the last 45 years — presents an opportunity
for political manipulation or outright obstruction at the behest of the coal industry.

But state legislative efforts to stop the Clean Power Plan are fizzling.

* ALEC certainly has been busy, but not very successful. This year, state legislative bills attacking the
Clean Power Plan have died in Colorado, Iowa, Mississippi, Montana, South Dakota and Virginia.
Read more in my colleague Aliya Haq’s blog.

Polls show most Americans support climate action across many states.

» Americans strongly support the EPA’s plan to address climate change, seen in polling by Harstad
Strategic Research, Inc. for nine key states: Arkansas, Colorado, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, New
Hampshire, North Carolina and Virginia.

--More than two-thirds support the EPA’s plan to limit climate change pollution from power
plants. That includes 87 percent of Democrats and 53 percent of Republicans, the polling shows.

--A full 70 percent of Latinos and African Americans favor the EPA’s plan to address climate
change. Nearly two-thirds of Americans in these states want their U.S. senators to support efforts to
address the impacts of climate change on local communities. A full 86 percent of Democrats, 62
percent of Independents, and 43 percent of Republicans agreed.

- In separate bipartisan polling Americans in Colorado, Maine, New Hampshire, Florida and
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Virginia, overwhelmingly back EPA climate action.

--There’s very substantial support across the board for the EPA’s climate action proposals to limit
on carbon pollution from power plants: Colorado, 66 percent; Florida, 74 percent; Maine 74 percent;
New Hampshire, 72 percent; and Virginia 69 percent.

--Even a majority of Republicans support the carbon standards: in Florida, 53 percent; Maine, 53
percent; New Hampshire, 54 percent; and Virginia 54 percent.

On Wednesday, EPA’s administrator said states are working with EPA, and carbon standards will
happen.

* EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy spoke on Wednesday, March 11, at the Council on Foreign
Relations. Here is the administrator’s response during Q&A when asked about Sen. McConnell’s “Just
Say No” idea:

‘I see no effort for states to be pulling away from the engagement and it is incredibly robust. And I am
happy to leawe it to states, including the state of Kentucky, to speak to the folks on the Hill who think
that the best thing is for states to put their heads in the sand, and pretend like EPA isn’t going to
regulate. EPA IS going to regulate. Mid- summer is when the Clean Power Plan is going to be
finalized.

“We have every reason to believe that states engagement that we’re engaged in now is going to be
productive, that we are going to have states continuing to work with us. And EPA has every ability, and
we’ll use it, to implement a federal plan for states that don’t choose to use their own flexibility to
dewelop their own.

“But in any case, the standards are going to be real, they are going to be aggressive, but they are going
to be achievable. They are not going to threaten reliability, they are not going to significantly increase
costs for the very reason we are talking about today. Because smart climate action moves the
economy forward, smart climate action grows jobs, smart climate action relies on a great mix of all
types of energy. All types will still be there in 2030. And we’ll be able to rely on a transitionto ato a
low carbon energy system that is going to be continuing to move that trajectory, that downward
trajectory forward. If folks are thinking any of this isn’t going to happen, and this isn’t going to hold
up, and this isn’t going to be implemented, they need to look at the history of the Clean Air Act a little
bit more carefully. That’s not how we do business”

States: The carbon pollution limits are achievable, and we can do it.

* In a Capitol Hill briefing on March 10, state officials from across the country gave strong
endorsements for the Clean Power Plan, saying its targets are achievable while maintaining the
reliability of the electric grid and that it's a necessary step to combat the climate impacts that are
already affecting their residents' health and livelihood.
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* “We certainly support the effort. We don't want EPA to weaken it,” said David Thornton, assistant
commissioner of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. “We find our targets to be achievable,”
Thornton said. Read more from NRDC’s Climate Campaign Director Pete Altman here.

Jake Thompson is senior press secretary of the Natural Resources Defense Council.
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20. EMISSIONS:
EPA chief calls for 'binding’ global agreement

Jean Chemnick, E&E roportor
Published: Wednesday, Mamch 11, 2015

The intemational community must reach a legally binding agreement on climate change this year, U.S. EPA Administrator
Gina McCarthy said today.

This year's high-stakes round of U.N. negotiations will not produce a "silver bullet” to solve the global proklem, the EPA
chief said. But the accord expecied to be signed in Paris this December must be a meaningful step toward combating a
crisis with national security and humanitarian implications, she said.

"We are hoping for a Paris agreement that is binding, that provides us an opportunity to account for greenhouse gases in
each nation, that is able to address and commit fo specific reductions in a timsely way, and that we will be abls to
understand as a big step forward,” she said at an event hosted by the Council on Foreign Relations.

In a scrum following the event, McCarthy stated that this was not a change in position. The legal form of the agreementis
under discussion intemationally, and the United States has made clear that it is interested in the hybrid approach put
forward by New Zealand, in which elements of accountability would be legally binding but country commitments would not
be.

The United States must play a leading role in bringing about the agreement, McCarthy said.

Last year's L).5.-China joint agreement helpad pave the way for it, and the United States will continue to engage with India
and other major emitters in the run-up to this year's conference, she added.

"In this century— when it comes to climate acion — we truly are the indispensable nafion,” she said of the United States.

MeCarthy's agencyis in the process of promulgating a rule that is the centerpiece of President Obama's second-term
climate agenda. The Clean Power Plan, which is set fo be finalized this summer, is crucial to the United States' meeting
notonlyits post-2020 commitments but its promise to reduce emissions by 17 parcent below 2005 lewels by the end of
this decads.

But McCarthy cited the controversial draft for carbon dioxide emissions from existing power plants as the next stepina
"clean energy rewolution” that will deliver positive economic results.

"The global climate fight is a marathon relay race — there's a lot of ground to cover, and we need everyone to run — EPAs
action gets the U_S. sprinting out of the gate,” she said.

McCarthy was asked how international emissions would be monitored and verified to ensure compliance with an
international deal. She said EPAis growing its expertise in measuring carbon output, but acknowledged that werification
practices will be subject to negotiation.

She said the United States has a strong record of "soft diplomacy” on environmental issues, which will help it reach outto
other countries on climate change. "EPA's air monitor diplomacy” helped stoke Chinese public support forimprovements
in air quality, she said, referring to EPA's use of menitoring equipment atits Beijing embassy te frack pollution.

MeCarthy's s peech comes one day before Secretary of State John Kerryis setto speak on the U.N. negotiations process
tomorrow at the Allantic Council. The United States is expacted to unweil more details by the end of the month about how it
plans to reach its commitment to slash emissions by 26 to 28 percent by 2030.

Advertisernent
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Everything Mew Orleans

At long last, New Orleans has a map of Its construction projects.
But could it be more?

readwork map.pg

A screanshot of tha New Orleans roadmap of past, present and future Infrastructure profects {Cfy of New
Ortaana)

Richard Rainay, NOLA.com | The Timas-Plcayuns By Richard Relney, MO LA.com | The Times-Ploayuns
Emall tha author | Follow on Twitter

an Manch 11, 2015 at 1:30 PM

Whila New Oreans' moving labyrinth of streset closures, blinking amows, arange bamels and chain-link
fanoas continuas to constamate denlzens and drivers allke, the city now has an anfine nadmap to all those
abstacias.

It's new. It's Incoamplete. But it's & start
The question now becomes what else do you want to see Included an this map?
Sa far, it has:

Recovary Roade - the Department of Public Warks' program ta nestane city streets damaged by Humrkane
Katrina. The city has secured an estimated $440 milllkan from FEMA to pay for it.

Emargancy Sawaer Syeinm Asssssmant - the Sewemge & Water Board's program o replace sewer nes
wrecked by that 2005 storm. FEMA has coughed up abaut $48 milion for that venture.

Sawaer Systam Evaluation and RehabNitation Program - the kong name the Environmental Pmtectdon
Agency's federal mandate that the SAWE fix New Qrieans' keaky sewer system. That $374 milien program
hegan In 1998 and Is scheduled ta finlsh up In 2025.

Tha Southeast Loulgiane Urban Flood Contral Project - more well known as SELA, this ks the Army Corps
af Englneers' 20-years-in-the-making answer ta the May 1955 flood that swamped New Orleans. For the
dally driver, this s the main culprit for the shifting maze of skle streets you need to know to avolkd
mnstruction along Jeffersan, Napaleon and Loukkana avenues Uptown, South Clalhome Avenue near the
partsh line and soon hiocks along Florida Avenue In Upper 9th Ward.

Capital Projects - these are InfrRstructure projects to be pakl for from local bond money, communky
development block grants and private resources. The Department of Public Works estimates it has about
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$500 million to work with.

The Regional Transit Authority - these projects to extend the streetcar system are quite a bit less dynamic
than some of the other work, being that laying track is slow going and can't really deviate from its planned
location. Nonetheless, the construction for the St.Claude - North Rampart line is on the map.

What's not there, but the city hopes to add soon:

Entergy - details of any utility line replacement jobs.

State projects - paving work on state roads, such as the resurfacing of Tulane Avenue this year.

But what would you, the nonplussed public, like to see included as well? Now is as good a time as any to
speak up. The administration plans to introduce monthly updates to the map as it works to one day have it
update automatically in real time.

© 2015 NOLA.com. All rights reserved.
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City of Claremore obtains $21 million in financing
to expand water treatment plant

By RHETT MORG AN World Staff Writer | Posted: Thursday, March 12,2015 12:00 am

CLAREMORE — The city has secured financing for $21 million in upgrades to a municipal water
treatment plant.

The city council and Claremore Public Works Authority recently approved an agreement to borrow
that amount from RCB Bank at a 2.59 percent interest rate over 15 years, City Manager Jim Thomas
said.

The current plant has maximum capacity of 4.1 million gallons of water per day.

“This new water design will allow us to go to a maximum use of 8.1 million gallons,” Thomas wrote in
an email. “Based on a 3-percent growth rate we anticipate this will allow Claremore to handle our
water needs to about the year 2040.”

Jon Wolff, the city’s financial adviser, submitted packets to nine financial institutions, and two
responded: RCB Bank and JP Morgan. JP Morgan submitted proposals with three call dates. RCB
proposed the lowest rate.

The city will pay a total of $4,503,945 in interest for a total payment of $25,503,945, documents
show. JP Morgan’s best proposal over 15 years had the city paying $347,795 more in interest,
records indicate.

To help offset the note, city water rates will be raised on all residential, industrial and retail users,
Thomas said.

“We are looking at several rate options and will be submitting our recommendation to the city council
in April for a rate increase,” he said in an email.

Garver Engineering, based in North Little Rock, Arkansas, is designing the project, which the city
submitted to the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality for permitting about six weeks ago.

Claremore’s goal is to start construction on the plant upgrade June 1, a process that is expected to
take about two years.

The improvements are part of a plan called Claremore 2020, which outlines the city’s strategy for
growth, economic development and infrastructure needs.
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